Kempsey Parish Council — Key Decisions & Actions Summary

Meeting: 13 April 2026 — Kempsey Community Centre

Key Decisions (Resolutions)
e Minutes
e Minutes of 9 March 2026 and Extraordinary Meeting (31 March 2026)
approved and signed.
o Dispensation
o Dispensation granted to Cllr Waller to participate and vote on agenda items
relating to National Grid electricity supply.
e Finance
e Payments approved (AAT Trees payment pending completion of works).
o Capital budget reviewed.
e Ashmoor Common expenditure noted.
e Pavilion Community Café
e Approved purchase of outdoor furniture (Option 2) at a cost of £1,397.46
(excl. VAT).
e Decision based on durability and low maintenance (recycled materials
preferred).
¢ National Grid Works (Commons)
e Approved reconductoring works on Kempsey and Stonehall Commons,
subject to clarification of scope.
e Electricity Supply Improvements
e Agreed to formally urge National Grid to:
e Improve electricity supply to properties reliant on oil/LPG heating.
e Future-proof infrastructure during maintenance works to support
transition to heat pumps.

Key Actions

e Clerk
e Add £500 donation request (Citizens Advice Worcestershire) to May agenda.
e Submit Expression of Interest for Neighbourhood Planning funding.
e Finalise Kempsey Vision Report (formatting, content, branding compliance).
e Circulate Vision Report to District & County Councillors for review.
e Progress purchase of café furniture.
e Monitor completion of tree works prior to payment.

e Clir Gardener
e Seek guidance from MHDC (Andy Ford) on benefits of renewing

Neighbourhood Plan.

o Clirs Waller, White & Plummer
e Develop promotional video for Kempsey Vision Report.
e Consider incorporating councillor recruitment messaging.



Ongoing / Project Updates

Kempsey Vision Report

e Near completion; final edits and external review pending before publication.
Pump Track

e Preferred contractor appointed: Clark & Kent Contractors Ltd.
Solar Energy Project (Youth Centre)

e Contract signed with Solar Severn Ltd; deposit paid.

e Tree clearance works progressed.
IT / Youth Hub

e Progress meeting scheduled.

e Construction timeline required to coordinate with sports clubs.
The Pavilion Community Café

e Outdoor furniture to be ordered.

Committee Highlights

Environment
e £20,000 grant secured for Rocky Bridge upgrade; quotes being obtained.
e Playground inspection results to be reviewed at next Environment Committee.
e Fallen tree removal in progress at the Rocky.
e Bus shelter relocation proposed (Centurion Drive).
e Maintenance issues identified (basketball court markings, seating
refurbishment).
Community Centres
e Youth Centre repairs underway in the Main Hall.
e Pavilion guttering repairs planned.
e Damp survey completed — strategy to be developed addressing priorities.
e Car park pothole repairs scheduled.
o Safety barrier feasibility at Plovers Rise under investigation.
Infrastructure
e Ongoing planning and technical work (flood risk, biodiversity, Highways).
o Safeguards for offered funding being progressed at MHDC for major projects
(£80k pump track, c.£1.5m new Community & Sports Centre).
Commons & Recreation
e Tennis Club lighting compliance under review.
e Proposal for new football team use of pitch — stakeholder meeting required
before decision.
Planning
e Objection to:
e Brookend Farm conversion (policy non-compliance).
e Annexe at The Laurels (potential new dwelling in the countryside).
e No objection to:
e Listed building consent at Hop Pockets.
e Temporary advertisements at Mill Meadows.
e Street naming (Bath Road development) deferred pending further clarity.
e SWODPR formally adopted (26 March 2026).
e Noted changes to planning appeals process (greater emphasis on initial
submissions).



Correspondence & Consultations

Citizens Advice Worcestershire donation request (£500) — to be considered in May.
Police Force Merger consultation open until 12 June 2026.

Neighbourhood Plan funding opportunity identified (up to £10k).

Parishioner enquiries addressed (e.g. horses on Common).

Governance & Communications

Kempsey Times submission deadline: 20 April 2026 (Daffodil Weekend coverage).
Annual Parish Meeting planned for 26 May 2026 (guest speaker to be confirmed).
Webinar opportunity: Community Asset Transfer (16 May 2026).

Notable Updates from Reports

Free bus travel introduced for veterans and serving armed forces (from 13 April
2026).

Ongoing County Council governance changes (vote of no confidence pending).
Meeting arranged (16 April) with Police, School, and authorities re: parking/traffic
issues.

Ward budgets for District Councillors increased to £5,000.

Climate Change Adaptation Plan adopted by Malvern Hills District Council.



